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Monolingualismis the Illiteracy 
of the 21st Century

Monolingualismhas placed the United States 
in grave danger due to our linguistic 

incapacity



U.S. National Security at Risk 
(2012 Senate Hearing)

ÅState Department filled just 24% of essential 
positions requiring qualified linguists

ÅDepartment of Defense filled just 14%

ÅThe 17 Intelligence Agencies: Department of Justice 
(incl. FBI) and Homeland Security are even worse  



Russianexpert linguists are trained 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
education system from an early age in first one, 
then two, and, if needed, more foreign 
languages. 

Chinesehigher education system was modeled 
on the Soviet system 



It Costs U.S. Taxpayers $250,000 per 
linguist trained for overseas positions as 
diplomats and USAID officers 

Foreign Service Institute (FSI) Director Ambassador Nancy McEldowney, 28 
February 2017

(many argue that this is not the full cost of successfully 

training a futurediplomat to Level 3) 



It Costs U.S. Taxpayers $250,000 per 
linguist trained for overseas positions as 
diplomats and USAID officers 

It Costs less than $100 per student per year 
to produce a bilingual high school graduate 
or $1,200 per student



ά/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
the ability to build ties of trust will offer 
protection to our troops more effectively 

ǘƘŀƴ ōƻŘȅ ŀǊƳƻǊΦέ

Secretary  James N. Mattis



Utah Guardsman Brent Taylor, Father of Seven 
Killed During Afghanistan Training Exercises



How Can a Monolingual United States Show 
Moral Leadership in a Dangerous World? 

ÅwǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ 
numbers of linguists for National Security, Military, and 
International Business

ÅFederalism ensures 50 Sovereign States control Public Education.  
The Proper Role of the U.S. Federal Government is to provide 
incentive funding for State Departments of Education to provide 
capacity to support for local Dual Language Immersion



States must solve the U.S. Linguistic Shortage

Only State Education systems can solve the national security crisis of 
linguistic shortages.
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LŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜƎǳƴ ¦ǘŀƘΩǎ 5[L ƛƴ нллуΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
4.5 million students in the Dual Language pipeline and six years from 
now would have 10 million.
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Having left the Utah Senate on December 31, I am dedicating myself as 
a national evangelist for Dual Language Immersion.



9ǾŜƴ άIƻƳŜ wǳƭŜέ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
statewide dual language immersion programs 
through legislation which directs state 
departments of education to offer the 
program, training, support and grants to 
schools which compete to opt in. 

ά{ŎŀǊŎƛǘȅ ƳƻŘŜƭέ  



Supported by Governors and Legislators ς
but not without difficult battles ς

funding & conspiracies



What is Dual Language Immersion?

ÅStudents learn academic content through a 
second language.

ÅStudents spend a minimum of 50% of the day in 
a second language.

ÅFocus on building proficiencyτbeing able to use 
the languageτnot on teaching grammar. 

Giving your child 

the gift 

of a second language



Chinese, French, German
Portuguese, Spanish, Russian



DLI Teachers From Countries with Utah MOUs
Spanish

German

Mandarin

Russian

French

Portuguese 

Of 705 Total Teachers

Å87 Spain 

Å10 Mexico  

Å 4 Peru 

Å 6 Germany 

Å72 China Mainland 

Å15 Taiwan 

Å 1 Russia 

Å44 France 

Å 1 Ivory Coast 

Å 1 French Guyana 

Å 1 Senegal

Å31 Brazil

Å273 Total Foreign Teachers



ÅOpen accessto all students

ÁStudents with disabilities

ÁStudents who are 
academically delayed

ÁEnglish Language Learners

ÅNo qualifying process

ÅNo prerequisites

General Education Program



Boston Flint 


